GARDEN AND LANDSCPAPE DESIGN SOFTWARE GUIDENCE

The integration of software in landscape and garden design has transformed the industry by
enhancing both creativity and precision. Designers now utilize advanced tools to create intricate
designs that can be easily modified in real time, streamlining the revision process and reducing errors.
Visualization software allows for immersive 3D walkthroughs, helping clients grasp the potential of
their spaces and make informed decisions. Additionally, these tools often incorporate environmental
data, enabling designers to choose plants and materials that are both aesthetically pleasing and
sustainable. As clients increasingly seek innovative, eco-friendly designs, the use of technology has
become essential for landscape professionals to meet these evolving demands and deliver
exceptional results.

CORE SOFTWARE: Taught within your course
Adobe Photoshop

Description: A powerful image editing software that allows for photo manipulation, graphic design,
and digital painting.

Usage in Landscape Design: Used to create visualizations, edit plant images, and present design
concepts. Designers can overlay plant graphics onto site photos, allowing clients to visualize
proposed landscapes.

Specific Software Requirements:
- CPU: Multicore Intel or AMD processor
- RAM: 16 GB (32 GB for 3D and large files)
- GPU: GPU with DirectX 12 support and 2 GB of GPU memory
- Software: Adobe Creative Cloud subscription

Cost: Approximately £16.24/month for students (part of the Creative Cloud All Apps plan)

Adobe InDesign
Description: A desktop publishing software for creating print and digital layouts.

Usage in Landscape Design: Ideal for producing professional presentations, portfolios, and project
documentation. Landscape designers can layout plans, plant schedules, and design narratives in a
visually appealing format.

Specific Software Requirements:
- CPU: Multicore Intel or AMD processor
- RAM: 16 GB (32 GB recommended)
- GPU: GPU with DirectX 12 support
- Software: Adobe Creative Cloud subscription

Cost: Approximately £16.24/month for students (part of the Creative Cloud All Apps plan)



SketchUp Pro
Description: A 3D modelling software that's user-friendly and widely used for architectural design.

Usage in Landscape Design: Used to create detailed 3D models of landscapes, gardens, and
hardscape elements. Designers can easily visualize spaces, iterate designs, and share models with
clients.

Specific Software Requirements:
- CPU: 2.1+ GHz Intel or AMD processor
- RAM: 8 GB minimum (16 GB recommended)
- GPU: 3D class video card with 1 GB of memory
- Software: SketchUp Pro license

Cost: Approximately £40/year for students

Autodesk AutoCAD
Description: A CAD software for 2D and 3D drafting.

Usage in Landscape Design: Essential for creating precise technical drawings, site plans, and
layouts. AutoCAD helps designers produce detailed construction documents and collaborate with
other professionals.

Specific Software Requirements:
- CPU: 2.5-2.9 GHz processor (multicore recommended)
- RAM: 8 GB (16 GB recommended)
- GPU: DirectX 11 compatible; 4 GB of GPU memory recommended
- Software: Autodesk AutoCAD subscription

Cost: Free for students and educators (requires verification through Autodesk Education Community)

ADDITIONAL SOFTWARE: Useful to progress further, however, not taught as part of your course
V-Ray

Description: A rendering engine that integrates with various 3D modelling software to produce
photorealistic images.

Usage in Landscape Design: Used for rendering high-quality visualizations of landscape designs,
allowing designers to present lifelike images of plants, materials, and lighting to clients.

Specific Software Requirements:
- CPU: Multicore processor
- RAM: 16 GB minimum (32 GB for large scenes)
- GPU: NVIDIA GPU with CUDA support recommended
- Software: Compatible with various host applications (e.g., 3ds Max, SketchUp)

Cost: Typically around £70/year or £9.99/month for students (check with the specific host software for
discounts)



Land F/X

Description: A design software that integrates with AutoCAD, focusing on landscape architecture
and irrigation design.

Usage in Landscape Design: Provides tools for plant scheduling, irrigation planning, and landscape
detailing, streamlining the design process and ensuring accuracy in layouts.

Specific Software Requirements:
- CPU: 2.5 GHz or faster (multicore recommended)
- RAM: 8 GB minimum (16 GB recommended)
- GPU: Dedicated GPU with 1 GB or more
- Software: AutoCAD required

Cost: Generally free for students through educational licenses

Vectorworks
Description: A design software that offers tools for 2D and 3D drafting, modelling, and rendering.

Usage in Landscape Design: Utilized for creating comprehensive landscape designs, including
detailed planting plans, site analysis, and 3D visualizations to enhance project presentations.

Specific Software Requirements:
- CPU: Dual-core 2.0 GHz or higher
- RAM: 16 GB minimum (32 GB recommended)
- GPU: OpenGL 4.5 compatible GPU
- Software: Vectorworks license

Cost: Free for students (requires verification)

Autodesk Revit
Description: A Building Information Modelling (BIM) software primarily used for architectural design.

Usage in Landscape Design: Supports landscape architects in creating detailed site plans and
integrating them with building designs. Revit allows for collaborative workflows and accurate
documentation of landscaping features.

Specific Software Requirements:
- CPU: 2.5 GHz or faster (multicore)
- RAM: 16 GB minimum (32 GB recommended)
- GPU: DirectX 11 compliant with at least 4 GB of VRAM
- Software: Autodesk Revit subscription

Cost: Free for students and educators (requires verification through Autodesk Education Community)



Lumion

Description: A visualization software for architects and designers to create immersive 3D
environments.

Usage in Landscape Design: Used to quickly produce stunning animations and renderings of
landscape designs. Designers can showcase projects in realistic environments, incorporating lighting,
weather, and movement for dynamic presentations.

Specific Software Requirements:
- CPU: Intel Core i5 or AMD Ryzen 5 or higher
- RAM: 16 GB minimum (32 GB recommended)
- GPU: NVIDIA GeForce GTX 1060 or AMD equivalent (6 GB VRAM or more)
- Software: Lumion license

Cost: Free for students (requires verification through the Lumion Education program)

Make sure to check the official websites of each software for the most current requirements, as they
can change with updates. Always aim for hardware that exceeds the minimum requirements to ensure
smooth performance, especially for demanding tasks like rendering and large file manipulations.

Always have a valid student ID or email for verification when applying for these discounts, and check
your institution's software licensing agreements, as some universities provide free access to various
software for students.

Any questions please email me at elliot.fitzhugh@cornwall.ac.uk

If you wish to get started with the core software’s please follow the link below to a list of my
recommended beginner videos.

https://linktr.ee/elliot.fitzhugh
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